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ON RELIGIOUS MEDITATION. 


Meditating is the same as musing, and musing is the same 





as thinking, in a certain manner. All thinking is not musing, 





or meditating. Thinking is desultory and various, according 





to the variety of objects presented to the mind. Inthe common 





concerns of life, we are obliged to attend to objects superficial- 





ly and promiscuously ; so that we seem to attend to many things 





at once, and to no object distinctly and seperately. But in 





musing or meditating, we fix‘our minds on one, or a few ob- 





jects, and gradually exclude all others from our view; so that 





the things upon which we meditate absorb the whole attention 





and destroy all sensible influence of the nearest and most com- 





mon objects. While David was musing on the frailty of man ; 





crowns, and sceptres, and kindoms,.and armies, and palaces, 






were out of his mind. The shortness of time, the certainty of 





death, the lonely tomb, and the great realities that lie beyond 





the grave, filled his mind and fixed his attention. Like Paul, 
he hardly knew whether he was in the body, or out of the bedy. 
See Psalm 39th. 

When good men meditate upon religious subjects, they fix their 
attention upon them so closely, so constantly, and so intensely, 






that all other objects seem to vanish from their sight,and to lose all 





influence upon their minds. They view them in a variety of lights. 
They think of their superior and divine nature, and of their 






remote and eternal consequences. Meditation breaks down 






the seperating wall between time and eternity, and makes fu- 





ture things present, and invisible objects visibley It stamps ev- 





ery thing with the permanent idea of reality. While the mind 





is roving from object to object, nothing looks real, but all 





things seem light and trival. On the contrary, meditation up- 





on religions objects, sets them in their full magnitude and im- 
portance. And when meditation has effeeted this, there is 
nothing to prevent or impede the most sensible exercise of de- 
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devout affections. Thinking isthe only proper preparation for 
feeling. Musing on religious subjects, prepare the way for re- 
ligious afleetions, and seldoin fails to enkindle them in the hearts 
of saints. 

God loves to see his pecple devout; and to make them so, 
he enjoins upon them-religious meditation. When he would 
reclaim the forgetful, wandering Israelites; he commands them 
to give themselves to reflection and meditation; ‘* Now, there- 
fore, thus saith the Lord of Hosts, consider your ways.” And 
to enforce the command, he repeats it again, ** Thus saith the 
Lord of Hosts, consider your ways.” By this command, he in- 
timated that if his people would meditate, and intensely think 
upon proper objects, they would be likely to come to proper 
exercises, feclings, and conduct. Meditation bas a naturally 
direct tendency to awaken the people of God to righteousness 
and devout affections. 

The above remarks saints have often found verified in their 
own experience. David experienced the power of religious 
meditation, to enliven and rekindle his religious and devout af- 
fections. He says, ‘“* Winle 1 was musing, the fire burned.” 
Again he writes, ‘* When I thought on my ways, I turned my 
feet into thy testimonies.” Meditation upon his own sinflul- 
ness, excited humiliation and repentance. David’s frequent 
meditations upon religious subjects, will account for that extra- 
ordinary devotion which he expresses throughout] the book of 
Psalms. It washy deep meditation, that Nehemiah raised his 
affections and tender concern for the church of God at Baby- 
lon. Ele made a business of meditation, for whole days togeth- 
er; tillat last his heart broke outin a flood of devotion; as ap- 
pears by his fervent, effectual prayer for the deliverance and 
prosperity of Zion. It was by long and deep meditation, that 
Daniel wrqught up his mind to that devout and holy frame, 
which prepared him for that message from heaven which de- 
clared him greatly beloved, and for those extraordinary revela- 
tions which were communicated to him. The apostle John ap- 
pears to have greatly improved in devotion, by his meditations 
in the isle of Patmos. Meditation brought Peter to humilia- 
tion and repentance for denying his Lord and Master; ‘* And 
he went out and wept bitterly.””. When he went out, he medi- 


tated upon his sin, and his meditations were followed by suita- 
bie views and affections. 


The same happy effect of religious 
meditation, ali saints have more or less experienced. ‘They 


‘ 
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have found their hearts to correspond with their views. When 
their minds have been most intensely fixed on divine objects, 
their hearts have been full of the most ardent and devout affec- 


tions. And so it will ever be; for though saints nay be una 


ble to meditate, and try in vain to fix their undiminished atten- 


tion upon spiritual objects; yet whenever they can meditate, 
they cannot fail to feel the fire of devotion kindle in their 
hearts. 

How important then it is, that saints should observe all sea- 
sons of devotion, and use all those meansof instruction, and ab- 
straction from the world, which are necessary to form and 
inaintain a habit of religious meditation? Their growth in 
grace, their meetness for the discharge of their sacred duties, 
and the continuance and increase of their immortal hopes, all 
depend upon the time and attention which they give to serious, 
close, and deep meeditation upon religious objects, and “ un- 
seen and eternal things.” MELATON: 


CORESPONDENCE, 


It is more than twenty years, since the following letters were 
written; the first by several members of a Church in Massa- 
chusetts, to their young Pastor, and the second by the Pastor 
inreply. As truth is always one and the same, and as the 
same objections are made against the preaching of it in all plac- 
es and all ages, it is*thought the publication of this correspon- 
dence may do good, at this time. The doctrines alluded to, 
were those of Election, Decrees, and Divine Agency, especial- 
ly the latter. 

LETTER I. 

Rev. Sir—You have doubtless with pain observed, that the 
number of your hearers has, for some time since, been decreas- 
ing. You are also probably aware, that many of them have 
withdrawn. on account of their being disaffected with certain 
doctrinal points, which you privately avow in conversation, and 
publicly strive to maintain’in the desk. It is farthest from our 
wishes, Sir, to censure you for your principles, or to assume 
the right of prescribing to you, your creed. But we conceive 
your sentimé@uts, relative to the efficient cause of evil, to be in- 
compatible (not to say with reason,) with the main tenor of the 


word of God, (which ought to be our mutual rule of faith and 
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practice,) and in their consequences dangerous to society, and 
especially tothe morals of the rising generation. As the apos- 
tle has told us, that we ‘cannot bear without a preacher ;’ so 
neither can we duly profit by his preaching, without some coin- 
cidence of belief, respecting the great landmarks of Christian- 
ity. 

As it respects ourselves, we think we did not imbibe our sen- 
timents without due examination, and assure you that we would 
not maintain them through prejudice. Our mindsare stillopen 
to conviction; God forbid that we should resist the light of 
truth. And that you may have a fair opportunity to convince 
us of our error, if our principles are untenable, we beg leave 
to request, that you would argue the great doctrinal points on 
which we differ, in our hearing, with some man whom we may 
appoint, at such time and place as may be found mutually con- 
venient. Should this proposition, however, not meet your as- 
sent, we desire you would exchange a few Sagbaths with some 
ministers whom we may nominate, to preach to us on the pomt 
in question. ‘The above requests we consider so reasonable, 
that we have no doubt of your hearty concurrenee. In the 
mean time be assured of our consideration and esteem for your 
person and character. 

Febuary 2th, 1804. 


[SIGNED BY SIX NAMES. | 


LETTER If. 

Dear Brethren—Your letter, dated February 20th, came to 
me on the 27th inst., to which permit me to return the follow- 
ing answer. Ihave, indeed, ‘ with pain observed,’ that it has 
of late been ‘the manner of some,’ both professors and others, 
to ‘forsake the assembling of themselves together ;’ for which 
neglect of an ordinance of God, I felt it my duty, on a late occas- 
ion toadmonish them. But I have not observed that the num- 


ber of my hearers, generally speaking, has greatly decreased. 


Two or three years ago, God was pleased, in sovereigu mercy, 


to ‘revive his work’ among us, and, as we trust, to make sey- 
eral stout-hearted sinners ‘ willing in the day of of his power,’ 
tareceive and obey the truth. ‘Thggpas well it might, excited 
the solicitous attention of persons Of all 


Our congregations, as is usual at such 
large. 


ages and decriptions. 
solemn seasons, were 
Since that time, the awakening and revivjng influences 


of the Holy Spirit, have been gradually withdffWn: the con- 


sequence naturally is, that ‘iniquity abounds, and the love of 
many waxeth cold.’ This is no new thing. It is what the 
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friends of God sorrowfullyfanticipated, and what has usually 
taken place, after a revival of religion. Let us, who have 


‘named the name of Christ,’ ‘remember from whence we are 
fullen, and repent and do the first works; and Jet sinners re- 
flect with trembling, that ‘the harvest is past, the summer is 
ended, and they are not saved.’ 

Should it, however, be granted, that many have withdrawn 
from my meeting, on account of disaffection towards ‘certain 
doctrines which I avow and maintain;’ it would not from 
thence follow, that these doctrines are false, and unsuitable to 
be avowed and maintained. It does not appear from the prach- 
ing of the prophets, of Christ, and the apostles, that any doc- 
trine is true, because it is popular, or false because it is unpop- 
ular, or that it may not be the incumbent duty of a minister to 
preach some doctrines which some persons will ‘ forbear to 
hear.’ 

[am glad to hear you say, that you ‘have no wish to censyre 
me for my principles, or to prescribe to me my erced.” I hope 
und trust, ‘through Christ strengthening me,’ that any, who 
may ever be so weak or wicked asto assume such an unwarant- 
able right over my conscience, will be disappointed. 

You are pleased to suggest, that you conceive my sentiments 
respecting the origin of evil, are ‘in their consequenses, dan- 
gerous to society.” Whether you conceive rightly in this case, 
must depend upon the agreement or disagreement of those sen- 
timents with the word of God, which ougkt to be ‘our mutual 
rule of faith and practice.’ {my sentiments are taught in the 
Bible (as I have endeavored from Sabbath to Sabbath to show,) 
the most plain aad full exhibition of them cannot be dangerous 
to society, but the reverse; for ‘ all_scripture is given by inspi- 
ration of God, and is profilable.’ On the other hand, if my sen- 
timents on this, o1 any other point, are contrary to scripture, 
their tendency in society must be bad; for error in principle, 
leads to immorality in practice. ‘ Evil communications corrupt 


, — nano an . - om a 
good manners. Essential errors in religion, corrupt and dis 


turb society, as well! as-ruin the souls of men; and hence the 


importance, in every view, of ‘contending earnestly for the 


faith once delivered to the suints.”’ 

You further suggest, that you consider my sentiments are 
dangerours, ‘ especially to the rising generation.’ This admits 
of the same reply, as the suggestion that they are ‘ dangerous 
to society’ in general. In addition to which, | would observe, 
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that these sentiments, or any others however true, may, in the 
event, prove infinitely destructive to many, not only of the ris- 
ang, but of the risen generation, through their unbelief and 
perversion of them; for the gospel isa savor of death un- 
to death, to some, as well as a savor of life unto life, to oth 
ers.’ And I would ‘entreat you, dear brethren, seriously to 
consider, wliether it is a humble and cordial belief of the senti- 
mants in question, or a settled disbelief, trifling neglect, and 
haughty contempt of them which leads any youth, in any place, 
to cast off fear, and restrain prayer before God, and run to an 
excess of riot and wantonness? We havea few young persons 
among us, (would to God we had more,) who, at least speca- 
latively, believe these sentiments. You know them. And let 
me ask you, are these the most vicious and abandoned of the 
rising generation in this place? In one corner of this town, 
and the adjoining part of A., there is a goodly number of young 
persons of both sexes, as you well know, during a Jate seas- 
on of special Divine grace, who have been brought not only to 
believe in speculation, but cordially to receive, as there is rea- 
s0n to think, these very sentiments, which you think dangerous 
to the rising generation. Are these the thoughtless, profane, 
immoral young men and women? Are they not, on the con- 
trary, the most sober, virtuous, and devout young persons in all 
this region? If parents wish their children to be sober-mind- 
ed, and to have a just and habitual aversion to all the vain a- 
musements, and soul destroying vices of youth, they cannot do 
better than to inculcate upon them, with all gravity, and pray- 
er for divine teaching, the awakening and humbling doctrines 
of human depravity, regeneration, the election of grace, and 
the sovereignty of God, in having mercy on whom he will, and 
hardening whom he will. Itis impossible that any one, young 
or old, should feel airy and vain, while he thinks of these doc- 
trines, and apprehends they may be true. They exhibit tothe 
wicked, more clearly than any other truths, thefterrors of the 
Lord. 

You observe, that ‘you cannot profit by preaching, unless 
there is some coincidence of belief between you and the preachi- 
er, respecting the great landmarks of Christianity.’ This sen- 
timent, rightly understood, I believe to beteorrect. Whena 
minister preaches the fundamental truths of the gospel, it is 
certain that none can profit by his preaching, except those who 
have hearts to coincide with him in their belief. For he that 
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iUisbelieves the fundamental truths of the g spel, when plainly 
preached, is far more criminal than those who inhabit the dark 
places of the earth, and in danger of a more fearful doom.— 
But ifa minister preaches false doctrine, itis certain that none 
will profit by his preaching, and that those will receive the 
most injury from it, who most nearly coincide with him tn thei: 


belief. Who will say, that ifthe preacher and his hearers do 


but coincide in their belief, though it be the belief of a lic 


or of ‘damnable heresy,’ they are all ina fair way to profit, 


and become wise unto salvation? ‘* Though hand join in hand, 
the wicked’ who reject the truth, and embrace fundamental er- 
rors, ‘shall not be unpunished.” 


I would not call in question your sincerity, when you tell me 


that ‘you think you did not imbibe your sentiments without 
due (i. e. dil 


when you assure me, that you ‘would not maintain them 


igent, impartial, and prayerful) examination,’ or 


through prejudice,’ or when you pray, ‘may our minds be ever 
open to conviction, and God forbid that we should ever resist 
the light of trath.’ 

That I may ‘have an opportunity to convince you of your 
error, if you are in one, you requ tme to argue the pots on 
which we differ, in your hearing, with some man whom you may 
select.’ Brethren, I do not wish for a fairer opportunity to en- 
deavor to convince you, than I have in the pulpit, and in my 
study, where, on all suitable occasions, I shall ever be happy 
to meet you. But itis my settled opinion, that public, colloqui- 


al disputes, seldormh answer anv good purpose. On such oc- 


casions, the minds of men, subject to such passions as we are, 


cannot be suposed to be in a sufficiently calin, cool, unbiased 
state, either to vindicate the truth in the best manner, or to see 
the conclusiveness, and feel the force of arguments used in its 
defence. I-would not, however, suggest that | am unfriendly 


to a fair and candid discussion of doctrinal points. Public dis- 


h the medium of the press, on contreverted 


cussions, throug 
points in divinity, have often, I believe, been of essenti il ser- 
vice to the cause of truth. Much light has been shed on the 
subject of ‘the efficient cause of evil,’ by the diSquisitions and 
reasonings of Dr. Edwards, Dr. West, Dr. Hopkins, and others ; 
whose writings on this important subject, I would commend to 
your candid and Careful perusal. 

Should the propesition for a dispute uot meet my approba- 


tion, you desire me to ‘exchange a few Sabbaths with some 
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ministers whom you may nominate, to preach to you on the 
point in question. To this proposition, 1 would reply, that 
there is no minister of our denomination in this vicinity, with 
whom I have not either exchanged, or offered to exchange. 
And I am free to exchange with any such minister of good 
character, who shall propose it, on the usual terms. But f am 
not willing to admit any preacher into my pulpit, who comes 
with an avowed and express design to preach against and 
preach down any doctrine, which appears to me to be plainly 
taught in the Bible. Lam ‘set for the defence of the gospel,’ 
and let it be your prayer and mine, that I may not betray the 
sacred trust. 

It is to me, brethren, a painful circumstance, that you differ 
so materially from me, on several important points of doctrine. 
*How can two walk together, except they be agreed,’ as to all 
essential things? In order to be so, we must be teachable and 
candid—must receive with meekness the ingrafted word—must 
search the scriptures daily-—and pray for light to Him who 
giveth liberally and upbraideth not. In order to bave a good 
hope of being saved, we must receive the love of the truth. And 
let us ever remember, that we shall be judged, at the last day, 
by the everlasting gospel. 

Your affectionate brother, and humble servant, for Jesus’ sake, 


EFFECTS OF THE ‘NEW MEASURES’ AND ‘NEW DIVINITY.’ 


Extracts from ‘A Report on the state of Religion within the bounds 
of the Synod of Geneva, read and adopted in tne Synod at their 
meeting in Ithica, Oct. 4, 1882.’ 

The number of churches and ministers, embr.iced in this Syn- 
od is thus stated: 

“The Synod of Geneva contains nine Presbyteries. It has 
in its connection 180 ministers and licenciates, and under its 
care 201 churches. Of its ministers, 52 are pastors, and 61 are 
stated supplies. Of its churches, 51 have pastors, 88 have 
stated supplies, and60 are vacant. All its churches contain 
21, 867 members. Three of its ministers, during the Synodical 
year, have been removed by death, the Rev. Stalham Clary, of 
Benton, the Rev. Joseph Bracket of Middlesex, and the Rey. 
Aaron Putman, of Oswego.—The number of' members which 
have been dismissed and received, has not been reported ; nor 
is it ascertained What number of members the churches have 
admitted to their communion.” 
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The Report next adverts to the flourishing state of religion iu 
years past; and then proceeds thus : 

“But, according to the facts now before us, these indications 
of the presence and power of God during the present year, are 
lamentably few. In several of the Presbyteries there is not 
now a singlerevival. In some churches division exists. When 
religious excitements have existed during the present year, they 
have quickly subsided : the light was ouly fora moment. Hav- 
ing taken a step or two forth and onward last year, the church- 
es now seem to hesitate, waver, almost stand still. Conformify 
to an ungodly world prevails. The sordid strait-hearted inqui- 
ry, “Who will show us any goed?” is heard from the followers 
of Jesus. But the inquiry, ““Men and brethren, what shall we 
do to be saved?” has almost ceased. A zeal, not of God’s 
house, but of this world, hath eaten us up.” 

“Every christian wishes to pause here, and ask what cause 
or causes can have operated to produce sucha depression of 
religion the present year, such a discouraging apathy and world- 
liness, such a departure of the Spirit of God. God has not 
changed ; why is he not among us in power and mercy; Sin- 
ners are yet intheir sins: why do they not come to Christ; 'The 
Holy Ghost is still Almighty ; why are they not convinced of 
sin, of righteousness, and of jndgment; There is nothing in the 
nature of a revival to prevent its continuance; why are not all 
our churches still rejoicing inthe mautfestation of God’s pow- 
er; There is positive wrong, positive ‘wickedness some- 
where.” 

“The reports of our presbyteries to-day have developed some 
of the causes of this state of things. Of the ministers of this 
Synod, 52 only are pastors, 61 are stated supplies.—It also ap- 
pears that there is among us, a continual change of ministers, a 
continual settling and unsetiling. ‘These siated instead of pas- 
foral supplies, and this change of place among the ministers of 
this synod disclose tous a great evil, and great wickedness at- 
taching tv the churches, and perhaps to the ministers: these 
facts show us that there may be in the churches fals oe 
who, not doing the work of God, become disturbers of the 
peace ; that there must be persons of unstable and uninstructed 
minds, having itching ears; restless spirits, loving whatever is 
new aud peeuliar, better than the truth of God which is eter- 
nally the same. ‘These facts show, that there are ministers also 
too indolent, or too uneducated to furnish themselves for the 


pulpit beyond a six months’ or one yaars’ stock, who encourage 


this unstable fluctus iting state of things. In consequence of this, 
the great and glorious doctrines of the Bible are not systemat- 
ically and fully preached andheard. And some ofour church 
members, especi: ily the recent converts, being without compe- 

tent instruction, are unsound in their faith. "The some instanc- 

es the additions sit like au incubus on the heart and energies of 
the church. Here is one eause of the present lamentable state 
of things among us.” 
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“The reports of presbyteries develope. auother cause by ex- 


Dscemeen, 


hibiting the fact, that with a few exceptions the spirit of benev- 
olence has by no means increased in proportion to the increase 


of our churches. 


This failure of a benevolent spirit, 


us of the divine blessing, without which, allis desolation. God 
will not water those who neglect to water others. 

“Another fact reported is, that religious excitements have 
rapidly declined as soon as special means were withdrawn, in- 


dicating that human instrumentalits 
and too much trusted in to the exclusion of the 8 


was made 


of God, and the simple exhibition of divine truth. 
been overlooked has overlooked us. 


selves, we have lost the blessing of heaven. 


too prominent 
Spirit and power 


God having 


In the effort to bless our- 


Attempting ip our 


pride and confidence to work our own deliverance, the almigh- 
ty arm has been withdrawn from us. 


the influence of the Holy Ghost, we have been 


Having lightly esteemed 


to go on in darkness in our own chosen way. 

“If we would see the Lord God walking among us again in 
glory and power; if we would be blessed again and refreshed, 
our ministers = remain in their 


STUDY, and sTUDY 


places, and 


left without it 


sTupy, and 


They must preach systematically, and fully : 


the whole counsel of God, and feed their people w ith knowle dge 


and understanding. 


And the 
dead branches must be broken off. 


churches 
‘They must be satisfied to 


must be 


disc iplined, 


hear from the same man the pure, plain doctrines of the Bible 


if he be a man of God. 


We must all use the 


instrnmentality 


of Gnd's appoiutment with vastly more diligence and constancy, 


But not trusting in these to save sinners, we 


aud more than all, acknowledge God, 


Spirit, as the only agent able to overcome the 


and the 


must, above all, 
power of hus 
deep aversion of 


sinners to all good, and make them obedient and submissive to 
sackcloth and ashes for 


his will. 


We must cloth ourselves in 


our great sins, look up to heaven and cry in humble, fervent, 
united, prayer, spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thy her- 


itage to reproach. 


“A true extret from the minutes of Synod. 
Puectrs, Moperarton. 


‘*Attest, 


Tuo’s Lounspury, CLERK. 


“ELIAKIM 


” 


SHOULD THOSE WHO PROPAGATE FRRORS BE EXPOSED ! 


Tt is a maxim with many, ‘Expose and refute errors; but 
let those who propagate them alone.’ 
im, too, is now frequently applied to those who are engaged in 


religious controversy. 


The spirit of this max- 


The moment any particular men, or 


eveu elasses.of men, are designated, as inculcating dangerous 
and subversive errors; we hear the cry reiterated, 


ties !"— 


‘vile slander ;’—‘abusive calumny y— —and 
abusively personal, as those who are loudest and longest, in at- 


‘ Personali- 
none are so 


deprives 
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turing these complaints. It may, therefore, be considered as a 
question, not merely of expediency, but of moral principle, 
whether any man who propagates what is deemed subversive 
of gospel truth, should be designated and pointed out as such, 
to the Christian public. 

We aflirm, then, without hesitation, that the maxim, which 
we propose to examine, is both false and dangerous. Jt cans 
uot be carried out, in its several branches, and legitmate fruits, 
without proving disastrous to the cause of truth, and destructive 
to the best interests of the church. It is, indeed, impossible 
fully to detect, expose and refute erroneous sentiments, without 
detecting, exposing and refuting their founders and propa- 
gators. False doctrines and false systems must be traced to 
false teachers; and the pursuit must be continued, if we have 
to go back to the futher of lies himself, whoin no one considers 
it calumny-to call by hisown proper name. 

One great object in exposing and refuting false doctrines, is, 
to prevent their pernicious influence upon the church, and their 
fatal effects upon the souls of men. Bat, if this is of vast im- 
portance; then it is of vast importance to deseribe and point 
out false teachers, and others, who inculeate error, that people 
may escape their influence, and avoid theirexample. We may 
just as well undertake to prevent the evils of theft, without de- 
tecting and exposing the thief, that he may be brought to con- 
dign punishment, or that our property may be secured against 
his depredations; as undertake to prevent the pernicious effects 
ef false doctrines, merely by exposing, and demonstrating the 
absurdity of particular errors, without exposing, and warning 
people against the influence of false teachers. 

lf we admit the truth of the maxim, that those who inculcate 
error, are to be let alone, while we only aim at an exposure 
and refutation of their sentiments ;. it will prove too much for 
even those who are inclined to enforce its authority. Errors 
embraced, become sins. On the ground of this maxim, there- 
fore, ministers of the gospel and all other professors of religion 
should be charged to preach aguinst nothing but sins, but to let 
sinners entirely alone. Sinners themselves must not even be 
exhorted to repentance ; and to warn others against sitting in 
the seat of the scornful, or to resist the influence of their per- 
nicious example, must be construed into inexcusable calumny. 

It is no indication of slander or calumny to describe the char- 
acter of false teachers, or to call them by name, and to warn 
people against the influence of their doctrines and example. If 
this were slander or calumny ; it must be slander or calumny, 
to describe the character of Satan, to call him by name, and 
to war. both saints and sinners to resist the devil, that he may 
dee from them. 

Nor can it be any serious object against what we here affirm 
to say, that come, who inculcate error, are good men. We read- 
ily admit, th. * many very great and dangerous errors have been 
propagated b, some very pious men, who, in other respects, 
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were worthy of very great regard, esteem and love; but what 
then? Their goodness can never atone for their faults, nor their 
correct sentiments counteract the pernicious influence of their 
false doctrines. ‘Ihe influence of a good man’s example, on 
the side of error, isa thousand times more dangerous than that 
of a wicked man. The influence of the apostle Peter, when 
Paul ‘ withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed,’ 
was far more dangerous, than would have been that of an or- 
dinary preacher of the gospel, and more especially of one, who 
was known to be, at heart, opposed to the fundamental princi- 
ples of divine truth. The character of good men, therefore, 
should not shield them from an exposure cf their dangerous er- 
rors; and so far as these errors have influence, or are likely to 
prevail, these same good men, should be designated, while oth- 
ers are v arned against the dangerons tendency and pernicious 
effects of such doctrines. It is no mark of disrespect, to point 
out the errors of a good man, and to describe them in particular 
as coming from him. Paul, as we have already said, ‘ witstood 
Peter tothe face, because he was to be blamed ;’ and afterward 
particularly descibed his error to the Galatians, calling him 
expressly by name. But, Peter did not consider this as flow- 
ing from any want of respect or affection on the pons of Paul. 
On the'coutrary, when he wrote one of hig epistles, he mentioned 
his ‘beloved brother Paul,’ with the utmost tenderness and 
regard. 

We have the authority of the Bible for exposing and resisting 
false teachers, as well as false doctrines and false systems. The 
true prophets were always so personal in their preaching and re- 
marks, as acurately to describe the character of false prophets, 
and to warn the people against their pernicious influence.— 
They did this, not merely in general terms, or by describing 
various classes of men, but by designating individus ils. As Jan- 
neg and Jambres withstood Moses, so Moses withstood Jannes 
and Jambres. Elijah was personal in his remarks, in his 
conduct, respecting the prophets of Baal. Micaiah was pers- 
onal in his remarks upon the false prophet Zedekiah and warn- 
ed Ahab, and the people of Israel against harkening to his 
voice. ‘The apostle Paul not only described the character of 
false teachers, but pointed out particular individuals, as an ex- 
ample. Hecalled Hymeneus, Alexander and Demas by name ; 
and warned Timothy, and others against the influence of their 
example and doctrines. In his epistie to Titus, he not only de- 
scribed such corrupters, bat charged him, that their ‘ mouths 
must be stopped.’ The apostle John explicitly and personally 
condemned the conduct of Diotrephes, as we Ii as the doctrines 
and example of others, who encined opposition to the sound doc- 
trines of the gospel. But a greater than Paul, or John, or any 
of the apostles or prophets, the Lord Jesus Christ, was not on- 
y very pointed, but very personal in almost all his preaching 
ind instructions. He described characters, as well as doctrines, 
10 that his disciples might know whom, as well as that he meant. 
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When he warned them against the leaven of the Pharisees and 
Saducees; they knew not only the sects, but the individuals of 
whom he apeue: This was true also, when be commanded them 
‘to do not after the works of the seribes and Pharisees,’ though 
they ‘sut in Moses’ seat. We have, then, the highest possible 
authority for opposing and resisting the influence of those whe 
propagate error, as well as for describing and resisting the in- 
fluence of false doctrines, nor can we do one, with any effect, 
without doing the other. The maxim, therefore, which we op- 
pose, that those who propagate error must be let alone, is us 
fulse as itis ridiculous; and it is as contrary to the authorny of 
the Bible, as it is to the dictates of common sense. 


Boston Telegraph. 


DUNBARTON, N. H. 


This town is situated southwesterly, ten miles from Concord. 
It is rather elevated, composed of good land, cultivated gener- 
ally by good husbands. 

This place has been highly favorded by the Lord; having 
repeatedly enjoyed the special influences of the Divine spirit in 
revivals of religion. More than forty years ago, a Church was 
formed upon a strictly evangelical and orthodox Confession of 
Faith and Covenant, and the Rev. Walter Harris, D. D. (a 
pupil m theology of Rev. N. Emmons, D. D.of Franklin, Mass.) 
was ordained over the church. Doctor Harris has been uni- 
versally known as one of the most uniform, clear, plain, strictly 
orthodox preachers in this region. At, or near the time of*his 
ordination, God blessed his own word, a revival of religion 
commenced, and extended much beyond any thing usually en- 
joyed in atown of that number of inhabitants. Much the great- 
er part of the principal men in the town, became hopeful con- 
verts, and united with the church. The y having a pastor per- 
fectly competent to lead them in the right way, and the church 
being united in a Covenant and Confession of Faith purely 
Congregational, they now commenced their christian course of 
conversation and conduct upon gospel principles. ‘Their dis- 
cipline has been in all cases strictly accerding to Christ's di- 
rections in Matthew I8; 15, 16, 17. This divine command, 
and only correct principle of discipline they have followed uni- 
formly in all instances, where discipline was necessary in the 
church, to the present time. For more than forty years, this 
church and people have been favored with sound orthodox 
preaching. Dr. Harris has never shunned to declare all the 
counsel of God, whether sinners would hear or forbear. He 
has not barely said that the Gospel scheme embraced the doc- 
trines of total depravity, regeneration by the special influences 
of the Holy Spirit, perseverence of saints, election, reprobation 
and divine decrees s, and many other important doctrines of rev- 
elation; but they have been preached, explained, enforced and 
repeated, plainly and fully, till they were understood, not only 
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by. the church, but speculatively, by the whole jsociety. The 
happy consequences have been these; there have been five or 
six revivals of religion; and in no instance, we believe, has 
there been any difficulty among the young converts in deciding 
what doctrines were essential to the gospel scheme. As soon 
as they had experienced a change of heart, they were so well 
indoctrinated, that they were immediately ready, on making a 
profession of religion, to unite all their influence with the church 
in supportingthe doctrines and discipline of the gospel. Here 
is the advantage of orthodox and doctrinal preaching ; they are 
the means which God blesses for the conversien of sinners, and 
us soon as they are converted, they immediately comnience that 
growth in grace ard knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
prepares them to be the lights in the church here below, and 
to shine as stars of magnitude in heaven. It is not with them 
as itis with professed convert8 in many other places, who 
are not able to determine for three, six or twelve months wheth- 
er the heart is totally sinful or not, or whether regeneration 
is the special work of the Holy Spirit or not, or whether the 
doctrine of election is taught in the Bivie, or is the invention of 
man. No; they have always speculatively believed these doc- 
trines, and now they love and grow upen them. 

Two or three years since, in consequence of ill health, Dr. 
Harris asked a dismission, aud Rev. John M. Putnam has been 
installed over the church, who has been blessed with special at- 
tentions to religion that have brought between 50 and 60 into 
the church, which now consists of more than 200. The church 
is now well informed in doctrine and discipline, making con- 
stant progress in the divine life; truly a light set upon a hill 
worthy to be observed by all around them,—WN. H. Observer, 


DRESS IN A DYING HOUR. 


A young lady about twenty had been born to a rich inheri- 
tance, and was the only child of parents, who were doatingly 
fond of her. Ina fashionable education, nothing was spared 
to make.itcomplete ; but dress was the idol of the mother’s 
heart. ‘The daughter was gay, and answered all the mother’s 
hopes, in making a display in the fashionable world. But the 
hour of sickness came—il was a dreadful hour, for it was a fatal 
one—it was the consummation of all earthly hopes. The min- 
ister was called in. He talked of death, judgment and elernily, 
She had never heard such language applied to her, and she 
trembled, but her reproaches she turned upon her mother. In 
the dying hour, she called her to her bed, and asked for her 
garments. When they were brought, she looked upon her 
mother, and emphatically said, ‘ With these you have ruined 
me: . You never once told me I must die, but taught me that 
my errand into this world, was, to be gay, dressy, and enjoy 
the vanities of life, What did you—what could you mean? 
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You knew IT must die, and go to judgment. You never told 
me to read the Bible—vou never told me-to go to churchpbut 
to make n disp] ly of some new garment. ] go, my mother, 
and without hope. and you have ruined me. ‘Take away these 
garments, and keep them as st ad remembrances of your sin, and 
my sad end.’ She died in a few moments after. — Female Adv. 


INTELLIGENCE. 


rorpery.— Decline of Papal Power.—For some years a re- 
markable opposition has been ms anifested in Germany, to the 
doctrine and authority of the Romish Charch, and a pre para- 
tion seems to have been made for another reformation in this 
cradle of the Protestant faith. You have doubtless heard that 
the Catholic Priests Grocer Lindi, and others, have publicly 
renounced Popery, and embraced the pure and true gospel. 
In Austria, whole parishes have thrown off the yoke of the 
Romish Church, in Prussia, and in other countries of Germany, 
the tendency towards a reform is daily :ecoming more appar- 
ent, and in the Dutchies of Baden and Nassau, several hundred 
priests have presented petitions for the abolition of the celibacy 
of the Romish Church. In all these cases, it is worthy of par- 
ticular notice, that the Bible has been at the foundation of the 
movements, the study of this having prompted to the measures 
which have been pursued. 

To the cheering facts referged to above, we may now add 
that in the kingdom of Bavaria, nearly the whole population of 
a large village have recently separated themselves from the 
See of Rome under the guidance of their spiritual pastor. ‘This 
event has produced some sensations in Germany. ° 

It is probable that this is only the bexinning, and that theenew 
reformation will extend more, not only in the province of Ba- 
varia, but in different countries of Germany. ‘The power of 
the pope is undermined every where even in his own states. 
The people even there have revolted against him. The sover- 
eign pontiff, Gregory X VI. has published a fulmitiafing bullia 
which he excommunicates several thousand personsin the Ter- 
ritory of St. Peter. 


N. Y. Obs. Corres. 


Temperance Meeling.—The N. Y. State Temperance Socie* 
ty have recommenned the fwently-sizth of February next, as the 
day for a simultaneous meeting of the Temperance Societies 
and friends of Temperance, in all the cities, towns, and villa- 
ges, throughout the United States. We hope the day will be 
universally observed. 


Old People.—There were found in the United Siates daring 


the late census, 2954 persons who were one hundred years old 
and upwards. 
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Ordination. —On the 26th inst., ordained as Pastor of the Con- 
gregationn! Church at Hebronville in Attleboro’ and Seekonk, 
Rev. Cyartes Stamons. Rev. Otis ‘Thompson offered the In- 
troductory Prayer, and read a portion of Scripture. Rey. Alvan 
Cobb preached the Sermon. Rev. Jacob Ide made the Or- 
daining Prayer. The Charge was given by Rev. Thomas 
Williams. Rev. Moses Thatcher presented the Right Hand. 
And Rev. Thomas T. Waterman offered the Concluding Prayer. 


Bry~ As we cahnot ascertain the number of Subscribers for 
the fifth volame, until the Proposals are returned to the Pub- 
lhisher, it may bedound necessary to postpone the January, Num- 
ber for‘a time; if, however, our Subscribers should not receive 
it in all February, they may conclude that the work is suspend- 
ed for a few months. 


57 In a few days, $1 25 will be due from subscribers who 
have not paid for this year; such may save 25 cents by imme- 
diately sending $1 without expense, to the porprietor, or some 
authorised Agent, and confer a favor on the Primer. 

Gentlemen, who receive the Proposals for a fifth volume, will 
please to return them to the Publisher before the close of Janu- 
ary next. 
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Ruope-Isuanp. Providence—Yates & Richmond, No. 8, Market 
square. Pawtucket, (North Providence)—Joseph McIntire, Book- 
seller. 

Massacnusetrs. Boston—D@&James Loring, Bookseller, No. 
182, Washington-street. T'aunton—Deacon John Reed. New-Bed- 
ford—Stephen Potter. Reading—James Weston Jr. Amherst— 
Thomas Hervy. Falmouth—Capt. Silas Weeks. 

Connecticut. Askford—Rey. Israel G. Rose. 
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(> Publighed at Rehoboth Village, Mass. by Rev. Otis Thompson, 
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ANTED one or two suitable agents to travel and collect dues, 
and get Subseribers for the Sift volume of this Magazine, to 
whom a very gen2rous compensation willbe given. Apply personally 
or by letter, to the proprietor, at Rehoboth Village, Mass, 
October 31, 1882. 
re PAST VOLUMES OF THIS WORK, for sale on very 
w terms, at the bookstore of Hutchins & Shepard, Providence, 





- R. T., at the bookstore of Daniel Brewer, ‘Taunton, Mass. and by the 


publisher, at Rehoboth Village, Mass. 
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